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Who am I?

• Senior DBA with TargitInteractive
• SQL Server MVP
• PASS Technical Advisory Counsel
• Executive Counsel Member - NESUG
• MS Certified Professional
• Unify – VFP – SQL Server 
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Today’s Agenda
• What is a Maintenance Plan?
• What can it do?
• Why would I want to use it?
• Build and examine a MP 
• Why I wouldn’t want to use it?
• What are the alternatives?
• Summary 
• Questions & Answers
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What is a Maintenance Plan?

A series of system generated scheduled jobs 
that perform various database maintenance 
related tasks based on selections made 
within the MP wizard.  These tasks are then 
run at the predetermined times via the SQL 
Server Agent thru an extended stored 
procedure.  These are then bound to a 
single overall task know as a maintenance 
plan.
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What can it do?
• Backups

– DB and Log backups
– Removes old backups
– Stores in Separate directories

• DBCC’s
– Reindex and Re-organize
– Update Statistics
– Shrink DB and / or Log
– Database Integrity

• Log Shipping

• Creates a report when done

• Limits the History
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Why would I want to use it?

• If I had absolutely no idea how to get 
started with DB maintenance.  It’s pretty 
easy to use.  Just click, click, click…

• If I had 100 DB’s that just needed simple 
maintenance.

• If I was an end user and not a DBA.
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Let’s Build and Examine a MP
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Why I wouldn’t want to use it
• Can be very confusing to trouble shoot when something goes wrong.  A lot is Black 

boxed and / or somewhat cryptic.

• Can’t always easily change the configuration. Especially if you want to change things 
such as individual schedules within a task.

• Can’t use logical backup devices.

• Some issues with DBCC’s and computed columns.

• You may not know what is really happening behind the scenes.  

• Overall it is not as flexible if done with standard jobs and commands.

• You forfeit a certain amount of control.

• End users should not determine how best to maintain a DB.  That’s what DBA’s are 
for.
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What are the Alternatives?

• You can use standard scheduled jobs and 
standard commands to accomplish the 
same and more.

• This may require more work up front the 
first time but gets easier as you go.

• Requires more knowledge about the 
individual commands, but that’s a good 
thing!  
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So easy a monkey can do it?
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Summary

• While the MP may seem quicker it may cost you 
more in the long run.

• Once you have the templates or core code 
adding new DB’s will be easy.

• The Key is to understand why your doing the 
maintenance steps and when best to do them.

• Taking the time to learn the basics behind the 
standard commands is invaluable for proper 
database maintenance and overall integrity.

SQL Server Magazine LIVE!

Questions & Answers
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Thank you!

• Please drop off your 
session evaluations in 
the basket at the back 
of the room!

• Your comments are 
greatly appreciated!



 


